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Mike Harrington

From: Matthew Perry <matthewvae@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2023 11:44 AM
To: Mike Harrington
Subject: Fwd: CHANGES
Attachments: BACK COVER.docx; LAYOUT COVER.docx

Here's what I sent last Friday...changes and the credits. It seems you did get to one of the changes 
(pulling "officers" and floppin photos but no borders? Credits here too.  

m 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original Message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: Matthew Perry <matthewvae@comcast.net>  
To: "mikeh@expresscopyinc.com" <mikeh@expresscopyinc.com>
Date: 01/13/2023 9:24 AM  
Subject: CHANGES  

Hi Mike, changes already.  

COVER: We are pulling that extra type about "officers", etc. Just the date-see attached.  

BACK COVER: I flopped top + bottom photo to have Powers up top. Also, please put a 
light hairline 1/2 point rule/border around each photo, not butted up to photo but just off 
the image by 1/16th or 1/8th (your call). 

CREDITS INSIDE:

FRONT & BACK COVER: By Mark Schiffner. Mark is a local photographer who lives in 
Bennington. Mark's work can be seen at www.mark-schiffner.pixels.com or he can be 
contacted by message on his Facebook page, Mark Schiffner Photography. 

Front: "Comet over Train Depot", Back: "Powers Market," "Robert Frost Trail", "Moon 
over Lake Paran". Production of Village Report Covers by Vermont Arts Exchange. 

__________
Thanks, Matthew

Retired Fire Chief Ed Myers descends from a long, proud line of Vermonters and has spent his entire life 
here in North Bennington.  Ed’s sense of community led him to join the North Bennington Volunteer Fire
Department back in 1988 after watching department practice sessions since childhood. Ed credits 
Homer Williams with encouraging him to move rapidly from Lieutenant to 3rd Assistant Chief to Chief all 
within 4 years of joining the department.  It was Homer’s support that instilled confidence and a desire 
to excel which Ed carried throughout his 30 years of service. 
 
About 19 years ago Ed explored the idea for North Bennington to specialize in cold water rescue and 
coordinated that program with surrounding fire departments. Ed’s project enabled specialty services to 
be developed and reduced duplication of efforts among area squads.  As part of Bennington County 
Mutual Aid, North Bennington responds to emergency needs in other communities and the Village 
benefits from the assistance of others. Ed speaks highly of the camaraderie among all volunteer 
firefighters and is proud of the deep commitment in the Department.  As Ed says, “in an emergency, we 
leave our families to take care of other families”.   

Ed credits his own family, wife Cindy, children Stephanie, Tera, and K.C. and 11 grandchildren with 
supporting his firefighting passion and long hours on call.   Ed enjoys hunting season and spending 
quality time with his father and brothers. However, he has no plans yet for retirement.  In fact, Ed is 
rightly proud of the fact that he has never quit or been removed from a job.  Ed stayed with four prior 
employers until they shut the doors. That’s the same sense of pride and ownership Ed displayed for 30 
years as Fire Chief!   
 
The Village is extremely grateful to Ed for his decades of leadership and continued involvement with 
emergency planning.  When the time comes for Ed and Cindy to do some well-earned traveling, we will 
all bid bon voyage.  
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Village Officers and Employees

Moderator John Ulrich

Treasurer Doug Buggee 802-442-5547 treasurer@villagenorthbennington.org

Village Clerk Lori Elwell 802-447-7450 lwelwell@hotmail.com

Trustees:

3 year term expires 2024 Scott Creedy scottcreedy711@gmail.com
3 year term expires 2024 Mary Rogers info@villagenorthbennington.org 518-598-9042
3 year term expires 2023 Tara Lowary t.lowary@gmail.com 973-819-7462
3 year term expires 2025 Ray Mullineaux rhmullino@gmail.com
3 year term expires 2023 Matthew Patterson pattersonvnb@gmail.com

Highway Department: Normand Leblanc 1-802-442-7474
Kyle Harris

Water Department: Ted Fela nbwd2009@gmail.com 1-802-442-3883
Zachary Bull
James Ostrander

Water Board Members:

Term Expires October 2025 Steve Goodrich
Term Expires October 2026 Arla Sampsell
Term Expires October 2027 Joe Herrmann
Term Expires October 2023 David Shaughnessy, Chair david@burrandmccallum,com
Term Expires October 2024 Gerald Elwell

Chief of Fire Department Ed Harrington 802-380-5353 harrington53nbfd@gmail.com

Zoning Administrator Ron Hatchey to be announced on website

Delinquent Tax Collector Doug Buggee 802-442-5547
treasurer@villagenorthbennington.org

Planning Commission Members:
Term Expires April 2025 Kim Hall, Co-Chair hobhouse@gmail.com
Term Expires April 2026 Matthew Patterson pattersonvnb@gmail.com
Term Expires April 2024 Robert Howe
Term Expires April 2024 Chris Damon nobzacd@gmail.com
Term Expires April 2025 Mary Rogers, Co-Chair info@villagenorthbennington.org
Term Expires April 2026 Steve Lenox stevelenox260@gmail.com

Development Review Board Members:

Term Expires April 2024 Hugh Crowl
Term Expires April 2024 James Williams
Term Expires April 2023 Chris Damon, Chair nobzacd@gmail.com
Term Expires April 2024 Tara Lowary, Vice Chair t.lowary@gmail.com
Term Expires April 2025 Kim Hall hobhouse@gmail.com
BCRC Commssioner - Dana Rozycki

WEBSITE  www.villagenorthbennington.org
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Village of North Bennington Annual Meeting Minutes

Village of North Bennington
Annual Village Meeting
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 – 7:30 PM
Carriage Barn – Park McCullough Grounds

Trustees & Public Officials Present – John Lamson, Chair; Tara Lowary, Trustee; Erin 
McKenny, Trustee; John Ulrich, Moderator; Mary Rogers, Treasurer; Lori Elwell, 
Village Clerk

Public Present – Ray Mullineaux, David Silver, Mark Rogers, Laura Novak, Bob Novak, 
Stuart Aldrich, Jennie Rozycki, Dana Rozycki, Jeff Gray, Arla Sampsell, Elizabeth 
Hopkins, Steve Goodrich, Jan Goodrich, Janice Lerrigo, George Lerrigo, Emily Hunter, 
Scott Creedy, Tom Fels, Alisa DelTufo, Doug Buggee, Stuart Aldrich, Timmy Bullock,
Nick Disorda

The Annual Meeting of the Village of North Bennington was called to order at 7:30 PM
by Moderator John Ulrich.

The Warning for the Annual Village Meeting was read by Village Clerk Lori Elwell.

Article One: To hear and dispose of the reports of the Village Officers for the year.
• Resident Ray Mullineaux requested clarification on the reserve funds. Treasurer

Rogers discussed the reserve funds for the village and how they are applied.
• Trustee Boudreau reviewed the Trustees Report for 2021, highlighting specific

events and occurrences.
• Ray Mullineaux made a motion to approve Article One. Bob Novak seconded this

motion and it was so voted.

Article Two: To see what sum the Village will vote to cover appropriations made
at this meeting and for the current and incidental expenses or authorize the trustees to 
borrow the necessary funds for that purpose; authorize the trustees to spend unanticipated 
revenue; and also authorize the trustees to set the tax rate upon completion of the Grand 
List.
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• Treasurer Mary Rogers reviewed the overall budget noting specifics that should 
be detailed. 

• Ray Mullineaux made a motion to accept and approve Article Two. This was 
seconded by Mark Rogers and so voted unanimously. 

Article Three: To elect a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, and 
three Auditors for the ensuing year; and two trustees for three years.

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for Moderator. A nomination for John Ulrich for 
Moderator was made. There being no further nominations, a motion was made to 
elect John Ulrich as Moderator. This was seconded and so voted with no 
discussion or opposition. 

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for Village Clerk. Mark Rogers nominated Lori 
Elwell for Village Clerk. Mary Rogers seconded this nomination for Village 
Clerk. There being no further nominations, a motion was made to elect Lori 
Elwell for Village Clerk. This was seconded and so voted with no opposition or 
discussion.

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for Village Treasurer. Mark Rogers nominated 
Doug Buggee for Village Treasurer. Ray Mullineaux seconded this motion. There 
being no further nominations for Village Treasurer, a motion was made to elect 
Doug Buggee for Village Treasurer. This was seconded and so voted with no 
opposition or discussion. 

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for Collector of Taxes. Ray Mullineaux
nominated Doug Buggee for Collector of Taxes. Mark Rogers seconded this 
motion. There being no further nominations for Collector of Taxes a motion was 
made to elect Doug Buggee for Collector of Taxes. This was seconded and so 
voted with no discussion or opposition. 

• Mark Boudreau, Trustee, explained the purpose of Village Auditors. Mr. Ulrich 
accepted nominations for three Auditors for the ensuing year. There being no 
nominations, three Village auditor’s seats are currently vacant.

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for one trustee for two years to fill the remaining 
term vacated by John Lamson. There was a nomination and a second for Mary 
Rogers. There being no further nominations it was so voted by all residents in 
attendance. 

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for one trustee for two years to fill the remaining 
term vacated by Mark Boudreau. There was a nomination and a second for Scott 
Creedy. There being no further nominations it was so voted by all residents in 
attendance. 

• Mr. Ulrich accepted nominations for one trustee for three years. There was a 
nomination and a second for Ray Mullineaux. There being no further nominations 
it was so voted by all residents in attendance. 
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Article Four: Shall the Village of North Bennington allocate an
additional $2,500 to the McCullough Library? This will bring their annual 
allocation to $27,500. 

• A motion was made by Dana Rosycki, and seconded by Ray Mullineaux, to
allocate an additional $2,500 to the McCullough Library. This will bring their
annual allocation to $27,500. This was so voted by all residents in attendance.

Article Five: To discuss any other business found proper when met.

• Treasurer Mary Rogers described the Window Dressers Program and encouraged
everyone to look into its offerings. She passed out an informational sheet and is
available to answer any questions at any time.

• Local Attorney, David Silver, was present to discuss the Class Action Settlement-
PFOA Contamination. He reviewed the history of the PFOA situation and
encouraged North Bennington residents within the Zone of Concern to complete
the necessary paperwork for the settlement that will be distributed. Mr. Silver
discussed the zone areas and residents were given the opportunity to ask related
questions. Attorney Silver noted where the paperwork can be found and how to
locate its contents. He is willing to assist anyone needing assistance with this
project/paperwork.

A motion was made by Dana Rozycki to adjourn the Village of North Bennington 
Annual Meeting at 9:20 PM.  This was seconded by Ray Mullineaux and so 
voted.

Lorine Elwell
Village Clerk
North Bennington
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To:       Village of North Bennington
From:   Doug Buggee, Treasurer
Date:    July 10, 2022
Re:       Account Balances 6/30/2022

Account 6/30/2022

General Fund - Unrestricted 13,435.91       
SWEEP

Highway Dept PR 1,275.81         

Delinquent Tax Account 10,023.75       

Tax Account 199,736.72     

CASH ACCOUNT BALANCE 224,472.19

RESTRICTED FUNDS
Firehouse Reserve Fund 39,469.61       
Fire Equipment Reserve-New 14,005.23       
Fire Truck Reserve Fund 137,418.50     

Salt Shed Reserve Fund 8,681.19         

Highway Reserves Sweep: 168,242.80     
Sidewalk Reserve Fund 38,331.64       
Backhoe Reserve Fund 22,526.16       4,500.00 
Tractor Reserve Fund 33,298.74       
Truck Reserve Fund 67,086.26       
Tree Removal 2,000.00         
Garage Fund 5,000.00         

General Reserves Sweep: 64,356.88       
Audit Reserve Fund 16,947.69       
Village Contingency Fund 23,740.22       
Depot Renovation Fund 23,668.97       

Parks Reserve Fund 30,035.41       

ARPA Reserve 254,214.05     
Total Restricted 716,423.67     

TOTAL FUNDS 940,895.86     
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Taxes Billed & Due 11/10/21
NB Highway 340,131.50
NB General 162,421.03
NB Fire 75,948.21
Local Share for school 4,906.84
Late Homestead Penalty 0.00
Total Billed 583,407.58$    

Collections by Treasurer Total Received 555,729.74

Delinquent Taxes to Total Delinquent 21,260.73
  Delinquent tax Collector

Credits - to be refunded 6,417.11

Total Collections & Delinquent 583,407.58$    

Disbursements Village 550,822.90
Refunds/Overpayments 6,417.11
School - Local Share 4,906.84
Total Disbursed 562,146.85$    

Delinquent Balance 7/1/21 3,162.46$        

2021-22 Delinquencies 21,260.73
Payments Received (22,306.19)  
Abatements 0.00
Adjustments 0.00

Delinquent Balance 7/1/22 2,117.00$        

Interest Collected 915.94$      
Penalty Collected 1,711.69$        

Respectfully submitted
Doug Buggee
Treasurer/Delinquent Tax Collector

VILLAGE OF NORTH BENNINGTON
PROPERTY TAXES

July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022
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The Village Trustees submit the following report on the activities of 2022. 

The last Annual Village Meeting held Tuesday March 15, 2022 and hosted by the Park McCullough House 
in the Carriage Barn was the occasion to bid farewell to two Trustees and approve three new Trustees 
and a new Village Treasurer/Tax Collector. After several years as Trustee Chair, John Lamson regretfully 
stepped down in September 2021. Mark Boudreau ably took up the mantle until this annual meeting but 
also regretfully gave up the final year of his term.  Fortunately for the Village, Mark continues overseeing 
Parks and Recreation needs and activities. Erin McKenny completed her three-year term after 
shepherding plans for an official Village website. Village residents owe sincere thanks to all previously 
serving Trustees.  Their efforts often went without notice or fanfare but were crucial in navigating Covid-
19 challenges, obtaining grants, and ensuring the consistent workings of the Village. 

Former Treasurer Mary Rogers and Mr. Scott Creedy were voted to fill the open two-year Trustee terms. 
Mr. Ray Mullineaux was voted for a three-year term.  Mr. Doug Buggee was voted in as Treasurer and 
Collector of Taxes.  The newly formed Board, including current Trustees Matthew Patterson and Tara 
Lowary, and Clerk Lorine Elwell elected Ms. Rogers Chair and Mr. Patterson Vice-Chair at a subsequent 
meeting.  

As part of the national American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Grant funds were funneled through the State 
and allocated to municipalities.  North Bennington received a total of $508,350. The intent of the grant 
was to support public health and negative economic harms caused by the pandemic involving detailed 
reporting and recordkeeping. A later rule allowed municipalities to claim smaller awards as a standard 
allowance to be used for a broader heading of government services and eased burdensome reporting.  
Trustees felt the funds should benefit the community and set up a public input meeting immediately 
prior to the Village Annual Meeting. The following groups presented their projects for grant funding.  All 
proposals received overwhelming public support.   

 Village School of North Bennington – requested a total of $120,000 for three positions to assist
students requiring Covid related academic intervention. To date, no funds have been expended. 
After the special meeting, Trustees approved $6,194 to reimburse mail-in balloting expenses for 
the Graded School District. 

 John G McCullough Free Library – requested and received $151,000 for clean drinking water and
HVAC systems needed to reopen the library. 

 Paran Recreations – a total of $68,200 was awarded and disbursed for a Community Outreach
salary, sewer and pump repair, picnic tables, and signage.  

 Vermont Arts Exchange – request was made to reserve up to $50,000 for handicap access to the
VAE building. A plan has not been submitted nor funds approved at this date. 

 Park McCullough – $20,000 was approved and disbursed for exterior repair and painting of the
Carriage Barn. 

 North Bennington Parks - $85,000 has been approved for Welling Field overhaul pending
engineering study and comprehensive plan and budget.  

Following some months of investigation, review and revision led by Tara Lowary, Trustees followed 
processes outlined in 24 V.S.A s 1972 to adopt eleven ordinances in February 2022. Attested Ordinances 
were provided to the Bennington Police Department for enforcement.  

The Village launched an informational website, www.villagenorthbennington.org. The public can find 
meeting calendars, agendas, minutes, and contact information for Trustees, Treasurer, Clerk, Zoning 
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Administrator, Development Review Board, Planning Commission, and Water Department.  Village 
governance documents are also listed. Required notices and documents remain posted at the Depot and 
Post Office.  
 
It was another busy year for Norm Leblanc and Kyle Harris taking care of our roads, sidewalks, parks, and 
buildings. The Trustees thank them and Jack Beaudoin for their consistent and timely work keeping 
roads and sidewalks safe during the winter season.  The crew continues to look at different technologies 
to reduce salt use that may leach into the environment.  
 
The west side of the Bank Street sidewalk was extended this year and plans, which require State 
coordination, are underway to continue the work up to Homestead Mews. Current plans will hopefully 
see completion of road paving work on Pleasant Street and Prospect Street this Spring through Summer. 
Planning for the next year or two includes paving and culvert work on Hall Street and sidewalk work on 
Church Street and West Street. We are also working with the Bennington County Regional Commission 
to develop traffic calming measures around the Village.  We thank the Bennington Police Department 
for their increased presence in the Village. 
 
With support from two grants, culverts were replaced and improved on River Road and College Road 
this past Fall.  Another grant involves replacing the Overlea Road culvert on the North Bennington side 
of the railroad tracks.  Supply chain issues somewhat delayed this project, but the pipe has been 
ordered and required permits are in place.  This is a significant project which will require road closure 
for 2 weeks or more when digging commences later in the summer. A 2023 grant will enable culvert 
work to be done on Welling Road.  
 
Painting and repair work began on the eves at the Depot and continued with lower canopy roof repairs.  
Additional preservation and painting continued through late Fall. The Village is developing a long-term 
preservation plan for continuing exterior repair and maintenance on an annual basis.     
 
The fence below the sledding hill at Lions Park on Houghton Steet needed significant repair this year.  A 
guardrail was also installed to promote safety and assist with parking. Mark Boudreau presented plans 
to use some ARPA monies for repairing and extending ball fields at Wellings Park. The plan was 
enthusiastically supported by Trustees and the public. By late winter, two engineering firms are 
submitting quotes for engineering studies as required for the first steps in this restoration. If the studies 
result in feasible plans, earthworks should commence in late August.  
 
The Planning Commission was rejuvenated this year and is meeting on a regular basis to review and 
revise as needed all Zoning Bylaws.   A review of the Village Plan and bylaws is periodically required, and 
the current work will allow the stipulated timelines to be met. The Development Review Board also has 
new members volunteering for service. Meetings are open to the public and information can be found 
on the website at www.villagenorthbenningon.org.  
 
The Trustees thank Billy Rogers for his service as Zoning Administrator. We welcome Ron Hachey who 
accepted the Zoning Administrator position in mid-December.  Ron had a professional career in land 
planning and currently has several volunteer roles including serving on the Bennington Development 
Review Board. 
 
The Village of North Bennington proudly has a long list of residents participating in our community 
governance. Our Village thrives due to the dedication and commitment of those volunteering their 
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service, whether in government or the various social and cultural groups and events. We encourage 
those who are able to run for an elected position or volunteer for an appointment.   

We thank volunteers and organizers for the events that make our community special:  Halloween 
Parade, Art in the Park, McWaters Permaculture Gardens, Park McCullough and McCullough Library 
activities, the Mile Around the Woods, Hiland Garden, Paran Recreations, WinterFest, the North 
Bennington Roundtable, and the North Bennington Volunteer Fire Department.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Rogers, Chair 
Trustees of the Village of North Bennington 
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Board of Water Commissioners Report 2022 

For the year 2022, 100,845,000 gallons of water were treated at the filtration plant. This was a 5.5 million 
gallon decrease over the previous year. The decrease can be attributed to the repair of leaks in the water 
system and a reduction of consumption from customers.  

All required water testing for 2022 was completed on time, with results to be reported in our Consumer 
Confidence Report, delivered before July 1, 2023. 

Testing included: 
1. Coliform Bacteria, finished water. State requires testing to be completed twice monthly.
2. Stage #2 Disinfection Byproducts, to be completed in the months of February, May, August, and

November (two sites).
3. Nitrate, to be completed once per year.
4. Gross Alpha, once every six years.

North Bennington Water Storage Tank. 

Using remaining grant funds from the Water System Distribution Project, two insertion valves were 
installed on Main Street and one was installed on a cross country main near Matteson Road. Insertion 
valves are installed without having to interrupt service to our customers and allow Water Department 
personnel additional flexibility when isolating water mains during emergencies or for flushing purposes. 
Additional grant funds were used to purchase a new pipe locator to replace the existing one which had 
become outdated and was beyond its useful lifespan. 

The Board of Water Commissioners has taken the first step in two potential projects, a water main 
extension on Overlea Road to add customers to the water system that currently have private wells with 
PFAS contamination. The second is for the development of an Asset Management Plan to help determine 
usable lifespans and replacement costs of capital assets. A completed Asset Management Plan will aid the 
Water Department in more readily obtaining future financial assistance and make us eligible for favorable 
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interest rates. Loan applications have been submitted to the state and it is anticipated both loans will be 
100% reimbursable, with no out of pocket cost to the Water Department or its customers.  

The filtration plant experienced an unexpected expense in late winter. The original dehumidifier began to 
malfunction and as a result needed to be replaced. The dehumidifier is a crucial piece of equipment as it 
regulates the relative humidity in the filtration plant, mitigating the effects of moisture and corrosion on 
mechanical and electrical equipment. A new Desert Aire unit was recently delivered to the filtration plant 
and will be installed mid-January 2023. 

      Updated Truck Badging.             New Dehumidifier.         

Water quality standards continue to become stricter and the North Bennington Board of Water 
Commissioners are committed to supplying the highest quality drinking water to their customers. The 
North Bennington Water System and its operators have been commended for managing and operating the 
water system to the highest standards.  

The Water Department financial and billing records are computerized and audited yearly by Love, Cody, 
and Company, of Bennington, Vermont. Copies of the audit are available upon request. 

Water Board Meetings are held monthly, the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00 pm in the Rail Road 
Depot.  Meeting dates are posted on the Depot Bill Board, in the Post Office, and in the Laundromat at 2 
Bank Street. 

Board of Water Commissioners 
David Shaughnessy, Chairman 
Steve Goodrich, Vice Chairman 
Arla Sampsell 
Joseph Herrmann 
Gerald Elwell 
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NORTH BENNINGTON WATER BOARD 
2023 WATER BUDGET 

Advertising  $  300.00 
Bank Charge  $ 150.00 
Health Insurance $     49,021.44 
Property & Liability Insurance $     17,700.00 
Purifying Chemicals  $     23,000.00 
Co FICA $     14,000.00 
Company paid Pension $     10,272.00 
Dues and/or Fees $       2,500.00 
Electricity  $     15,400.00 
Fuel Oil $       7,500.00 
Gasoline $       6,700.00 
Legal and professional $     15,000.00 
Audit Fees  $       7,500.00 
New Equipment $       8,500.00 
Office Expenses $       7,000.00 
Office Equipment  $       1,000.00 
Payroll-Gross  $   147,130.00 
Repairs-Building and Equipment             $     13,500.00 
Filtration Plant B&E Repairs    $     15,000.00     
Repairs-Equipment  $       1,000.00 
System Maintenance  $     20,000.00 
Telephone  $       1,500.00 
Outside contracts $     18,000.00 
PO Box & Bank Safety Dep  $          140.00 
Treasurer’s Fee $       7,788.00 
Bookkeeping  $       7,488.00 
Board Compensation  $       1,750.00 
Secretary $       5,920.00 
Water Testing  $       3,000.00 
State Operating Permit Fee  $       6,700.00 
Transfer – Special Reserve  $     18,000.00 
Property Taxes- Shaftsbury   $       9,500.00 

Total Budget $   461,959.44 
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North Bennington Development Review Board members met 4 times in 2022 

2-15-22 Zoning Permit Application at 29 Sage Street for a new pellet boiler system 
 inclusive of a 31’ silo. Reference Section 7.1 as it pertains to accessory buildings 
 within the Industrial District.  Permit application was granted Approval to applicant. 

Interested Persons Appeal of Zoning Administrators action to require that the business oper-
ated at 201 Honeysuckle Lane submit a Zoning Permit Application for subsequent review by the 
DRB as a customary “Home Occupation”. The Development Review Board upholds the uncon-
tested opinion expressed in the Zoning Administrator’s letter of December 28, 2021, that a per-
mit is required for the type of activity that had been taking place on the Kolar property at 201 
Honeysuckle Lane. 

5-17-22 Property Owner’s Appeal of Zoning Administrators action to issue a “Notice of Zoning 
Violation” for continuing to use the residence located at 201 Honeysuckle Lane as a Home Oc-
cupation for a “carrier” business. Reference previously issued DRB “Findings of Fact and Deci-
sion” dated February 28, 2022. **After deliberating, DRB members unanimously agreed to up-
hold the decision of the Administrative Officer.  

 7-19-22 Extension of existing Zoning Permit #21VC40-10 as issued on 07/22/2021 for an “Ac-
cessory Building-Barn” located at 201 Honeysuckle Lane. **After a deliberative session was 
held, the DRB decided to authorize the one-year extension of the subject permit, consistent 
with the provisions of the zoning bylaw regarding such extensions. Permit extension is APPROVED 

11/15/22 - 11 Bank Street Application. Seeks Variance. 13.8 Variance-allowable accessory build-
ing-rear setback. Executive Session Findings.  After a discussion, a motion was made to approve 
a variance under Bylaw Section 13.8 by the applicant for a building permit submitted by David 
Post to construct a garage with a reduced setback of 8 feet to the rear property line at 11  Bank 
Street. The vote was 3 to 1. 

12 Main Street Application Seeks Change in Use After a discussion, a motion was made to ap-
prove an allowable change in use at 12 Main Street by the applicant for a building permit sub-
mitted by James and Kathy Williams from residential to mixed use with conditions pertaining to 
obtaining the proper state and fire marshal permits and following the electrical and plumbing 
codes. The vote was 4 to 0  

2023 Meetings for the Development Review Board - Held in the Village Depot Offices, will be 
scheduled for the 3rd Tuesday of the month when business has been brought before the DRB. 
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2022 Report of the Village Zoning Administrator 

 The Administrative Officer, commonly referred to as the Zoning Administer (ZA) is responsible for the ad-
ministration and enforcement of zoning and other bylaws working with the Development Review Board 
and the Planning Commission as well as maintaining accurate and complete files of land use in the village. 

An important function of the ZA is to provide property owners and other members of the public with the 
necessary forms to obtain any village permit or authorization required under local bylaws or ordinances 
regulating land development supporting the North Bennington Village Plan. 

The Village Zoning Administrator issued 15 permits and 7 Administrative Opinion of Zoning Compliance In 
2022. 

The Village issued permits for - 4 Deck/Porch’s, 1 Pool, 1 Silo, 2 Garage, 1 Renovation, 2 Signs,    1 
1 Porch Roof, 1 Generator, 1 Change in use and 1 House. 

The estimated cost of all the permits issued is $679,320.  The final amount added to the Grand List 
will be determined by the Board of Lister’s following their inspection. 

As always, the zoning office has been busy researching and responding to many requests for infor-
mation and interpretation of the Village Zoning Bylaws. 

Yes!  To be in compliance with the bylaws you need a permit or to have had a conversation with the 
ZA about your project. 

SECTION 3: GENERAL REGULATIONS   3.1 Compliance with Bylaws 

1. Except as otherwise provided herein, any use not specifically permitted shall be deemed to be
prohibited. 

2. No land, building, or premises or part thereof shall be used, and no building, structure or part
thereof shall be constructed, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, moved, or altered except in conformity 
with the Village Zoning Bylaws. 

3. No lot shall have an area, width, or a front, side, or rear yard less than that set forth in the appli-
cable section of the Village Zoning Bylaws. 

Submitted by  Scott Creedy, Acting Zoning Administrator 
PO Box 323, North Bennington, Vermont   05257-0423  

Village Zoning Map, Sign Ordinance, documents and forms can be downloaded at,   
www.northbennington.org    
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EMERGENCY DIAL 911

             “ORGANIZED AND INCORPATED IN 1834” 
(802)-447-1305 or msg. 802-380-5353 

2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

The North Bennington Fire Department’s report for the year 2022 is as follows:  2022 has 
been a vibrant year for the Fire Department with many changes. We are happy to 
welcome the new Fire Chief  Ed Harrington, Ed has been with the Fire Department 38 
years and has held many positions over the years of  his career with the Department . 
Upon beginning his position he with the Village and trustees has purchased a 2021 
Freightliner enhanced fire truck , along with new gear . We also provided our annual Fire 
Safety at the Village of North Bennington School for the children. It’s always our 
pleasure in teaching the children awareness that one day may help save a life.  
   Remember that outside burning is NOT permitted unless you have a permit, which you 
may get by contacting Cindi Myers @ 379-6767. 
2022 is the 188th Birthday of   The North Bennington Fire Department, proudly serving 
our Village of North Bennington.  

Structure fire      03 Mutual Aid   13 
Chimney Fires   01 Alarm Activations              16 
Brush Fires                  05 Special Calls   06 
Power Lines       04 M.V.A   07 
Assist Rescue & Police  05 

Total calls for 2022   = 60 
Respectfully  Submitted, 

Chief  Edward  S Harrington 

North Bennington Fire Department. 

 Chief  .   Edward S. Harrington 
 1st Asst.  Chief Andy Myers 
 2nd Asst. Chief  Michael Pierce 
 3rd Asst. Chief Andrew Cencini 

Est. 1834
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John G. McCullough Free Library 
2021 Report to Village of North Bennington 
December 7th, 2022 

Contact Information: 
Jennie Rozycki, Library Director 
Mailing Address: 88 Mechanic Street, North Bennington, VT 05257 
Email Address: mclibrary@comcast.net 
Phone number: 802.447.7121 (office) 401.536.8012 (cell) 

Jennifer Fels, Trustees Chair 
Mailing Address: PO Box 816, North Bennington, VT 05257 
Email Address: jafels01@comcast.net 
Phone number: 802.447.3126 

Mary Rogers, Treasurer 
Mailing Address: 163 Matt Drive, North Bennington, VT 05257 
Email Address: mary.r.rogers@gmail.com 
Phone number: 802.447.7687 

FY 2023 Community Appropriations Requested: 
Town of Bennington: $45,000.00   Received in 2022: $45,000.00 
Village of North Bennington: $27,400.00   Received in 2022: $27,400.00 
Town of Shaftsbury: $25,200.00   Received in 2022: $25,200.00 

Mission: The John G. McCullough Library is an essential community center: a 
comfortable and welcoming place where people of all ages can satisfy their curiosity, 
stimulate their imaginations, become informed citizens, and connect to the online 
world. Our library cultivates a stable, vital, and dynamic community by facilitating 
lifelong learning and literacy at all levels. 

How will these funds be used? Funds will be used to meet the library’s operating 
expenses. All North Bennington residents are encouraged to activate their McCullough 
Library memberships to take advantage of a host of resources. 
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2022 Successes:  
Building Renovation Project Complete, Building Open to the Public: Essential 
updates to the McCullough Library building were completed in late 2022. This once-in-
a-generation renovation included the construction of accessible restrooms on both 
floors, a water fountain, the installation of a complete HVAC system including a heat 
pump for increased air quality and fuel efficiency, electrical rewiring, fire safety 
improvements, and repairs to the library’s iconic portico. The Laura Nowak Memorial 
Meeting Room, a laptop bar and small meeting room was created out of a large storage 
closet on the library’s second floor. New chairs to replace the century-old chairs on the 
library’s first floor were also purchased. A new back door will be installed in early 2023. 
These vital improvements were entirely funded through grants, generous donations, 
and ARPA funds through the Village of North Bennington. The library building has 
reopened to the public, and residents are encouraged to stop by to check out these 
exciting changes. This work constitutes the first phase in a two-phase building 
accessibility project. 

Increased Hours of Operation, Change in Schedule: A generous donor has made it 
possible for the library to increase the number of hours the building is open to the 
public. The new schedule is: Tuesdays 10:00 AM- 8:00 PM, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM- 6:00 PM and Saturdays 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. More 
information about this funding opportunity and related fundraising challenge can be 
found in the “Plans and Expectations” section of this report. 

New Staff Members: The library brought on two new staff members this year: Gizelle 
Guyette is the new Youth Services Librarian, and Cassidy Kokasko is serving as 
Assistant Director. 

Online Library Catalog Upgrade: Through ARPA funds distributed by the Institute of 
Library and Museum Studies and the Vermont Department of Libraries, the library’s 
online catalog has been improved. In addition to the interlibrary loan and personal 
account management features included in the old catalog, the updated catalog now 
streamlines access to the library’s digital collections: ebooks and digital 
audiobooks through Libby, video streaming services through Kanopy, and historical 
documents through the Digital Public Library of America. The new catalog can be 
found here: https://mccullough.aspendiscovery.org  
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Summer Reading, DINOvember, and More!: Our Summer Reading 
Program for young people, which incentivizes and rewards young 
people for reading and provides free events for young people and families, was a 
rousing success. Participants tracked 66,612 minutes reading this year, and, through our 
partnership with Lake Paran’s summer camp, 366 people attended summer reading 
events. 196 craft kits were distributed to young people over the summer. A similar 
series is planned for summer 2023, and will help support young people, families, and 
educators recover from the lasting effects of the coronavirus pandemic. DINOvember, 
our annual celebration of dinosaurs was a huge success, with over 100 people attending 
DinoMan’s visit at the Village School of North Bennington. 

Friends of the Library Book Sale: After a two-year hiatus, the Friends of the Library 
group’s Book & Bake Sale was held in July, to coordinate with Town-Wide Tag Sale Day 
in Bennington and North Bennington. Although the sale itself was a success, but 
increased overhead expenses resulted in a lower-than-average profit. 

Shortcomings: 
Construction Delays: Local and global shortages in both labor and supplies delayed the 
start of planned renovations to the library building, and kept the building closed to the 
public for far longer than anticipated. Use of the library’s book pickup service remained 
in place throughout construction, and was widely used by library members. 

Plans and expectations for 2023: 
Fundraising for Library Equity and Sustainability Fund: The increase in library hours 
described above is directly related to an extraordinary funding and fundraising 
opportunity. The McCullough Library’s Equity and Sustainability Fund will create 
supplemental income for the library to guarantee benefits and competitive wages for 
staff, and provides the public with more opportunity to take advantage of library 
materials, services, and events. Bridge funding enabled the library to put these changes 
in place immediately. A fundraising effort to make these opportunities permanent is 
currently in its silent phase, with more details available in early 2023. The library 
secured a Nonprofit Capacity Building Grant from the Vermont Community 
Foundation to hire a development consultant to build the library’s fundraising 
ability to meet this and future challenges. 
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2023- 2028 Strategic Plan: A community survey was released in August 2022 to help 
inform the library’s plans for 2023- 2028. Focus groups will be conducted in early 2023, 
and the final plan will be released by March 2023. 

Website Improvements: The library will make its website more accessible to all in the 
year ahead. 

Partnership with Village School of North Bennington: The library is piloting a unique 
partnership with the Village School of North Bennington. The library’s new Assistant 
Director will split her time between the Village School and the library. Expenses will be 
split between the school and the library. The aim of this partnership is to bring library 
resources and public library-centered instruction even closer to students and 
instructors. 

Planning for Youth Services Area Updates: In 2023, library staff will work with the 
community to determine needs and preferences for new furnishings and updates to the 
Youth Services Area, located on the library’s second floor. Grant funding to supplement 
a generous donation will be sought for these updates in the year ahead. Work will 
include sanding and re-sealing the floors and new, uniform, moveable shelving. This 
project is planned for 2024.  

Pursuit of Grant Funding for Phase II of Building Accessibility Project: The library is 
actively pursuing state and federal- level grant funding for the second phase of its 
building accessibility project, which will include a new ramp and rear entry and an 
elevator to the second floor. If approved, this grant-funded project would be complete 
by the end of 2026. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

-Jennie Rozycki, Library Director 
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Lake Paran   Jump In 

  Summer 2022 

Paran Recreations strives to be an asset for everyone in our community. With protected 
land surrounding it, Lake Paran is one of the resources that makes southern Bennington 

County a great place to live. In addition, Paran Recreations focuses resources on being a 
steward of the Paran Watershed/natural resources. With over 5700 guests this past summer, 

Paran Recreations has provided children, their families, adults and visitors with an array of 
healthy, fun outdoor activities. Some of our achievements are: 

Improvements: We applied for and received a matching grant from the VT Recreational Facilities Grant 
program to make some improvements in particular regarding accessibility and in our plumbing  

Free Swim Lessons: Our goal is for every child in our community to learn how to swim! We offered all 
children in our summer programs access to free swim lessons 

Summer Camps: Paran Recreations ran a very successful eight-week summer camp that focused on 
outdoor learning and experiences.  We hire local residents to staff it and served over 80 kids.  

Special Events: We were able to hold our wonderful July 3rd Fireworks Event this summer and it was a 
great success with almost 1000 people in attendance. We are holding monthly environmentally 
themed workshops for adults and kids. We hosted our 3rd annual Ice fishing Derby and our 9th annual 
Stone Skipping Festival in October with over 425 people in attendance. We plan to host Winterfest and 
the Paran Plunge on February 4th this year 

Free Memberships: There are many families in our region who cannot afford to pay for memberships 
at the lake. We raise funds to support free and lower cost memberships for families and older adults 

Attendance: Between daily users and members, the breakdown amongst our towns is: Bennington 
52%, North Bennington 32% and Shaftsbury 16%. Most of our guests and kids who attend camp reside 
in Bennington. 
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Save Lake Paran: In collaboration with the Bennington County Conservation District, we have launched 
a campaign to save the lake. This includes outreach and education throughout our community, 
informational presentations to local organizations, engagement with the three communities that 
surround the lake (Shaftsbury, Bennington and North Bennington) We have an online petition that has 
almost 800 signatures on Change.org. We are developing a multi year strategy and seeking funds to 
remediate the weeds and silting in the lake to make it more accessible and safe for recreational use.  

NBOSS: 

Paran Recreations is the fiscal sponsor for the North Bennington Outdoor Sculpture Show. They 
received $500 from the Village for a sculpture prize for the Annual show. We decided to split 
the prize in half this year. 

It was given to two artists: 

Gary Humphreys –Salem N.Y.  “Birdbath”  $250 

James Payne- Perkinsville Vt.  “Opposition” $250 
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2023 Meeting Dates anD Locations 

Village of 
North 
Bennington 
Board of 
Trustees – 
Village Depot 
Offices & 
Zoom 
7:00 PM 

Village of 
North 
Bennington 
Board of 
Water 
Commissioners 
– Village Depot
Offices  
7:00 PM 

NBGSD 
Prudential 
Committee - 
SVSU Central 
Office and 
Zoom 
6:30 PM 

January 10 17 11 
February  7  14 8 
March  7  14 8 
April 11 18 12 
May 9 16 10 
June 13  20 14 
July 11 18 12 
August  8 15 9 
September 12 19 13 
October 10 17 11 
November  7 14 8 
December 12 19 13 
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Greetings! January 2023

Our recent 30th Annual North Bennington Halloween Parade tells a story. It encompasses 
a lot about what we do here at the Vermont Arts Exchange (VAE). Like most stories it 
has a setting and ours is the Village of  North Bennington. 
     For the past 29 years, the Village has played a vital role in VAE’s growth and develop-
ment, utilizing spaces, places and collaborating with Village officers and departments.  

This year, 
about 500  
people marched 
in the 30th 
Annual North 
Bennington 

Halloween 
Parade. It could 
not happen with-

out support from the North Bennington 
Volunteer Fire Department and the Village. What 

I personally get from this story of  the parade is 
that the young adults who once shuffled down Main 

Street in costume, holding their parents hand, are now 
holding their own children’s hands. It’s a good feeling 

knowing that we are all taking part in some way to create 
happy moments and memories for generations to come.

    VAE works with the Village as its “unofficial Art Dept.”, 
from helping to paint a handicapped logo on the new fire 
dept. parking lot and embellishing public utility stations, to 
annually painting the Village snowplow and producing color 
art for these annual Town Report Covers by local artists. 
     Other projects in the village include partnerships with 
McCullough Library, the Village School, the Lion’s Club, 
Hiland Hall Garden, Head Start, Bennington College, 

NBOSS and area businesses as well as collaborations 
on Village Block Party and Winterfest.

 We thank the Village for their support and being 
such an important part of  our story. 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Perry 
Co-Founder, Executive Director 

Vermont Arts Exchange

Board of  Directors: Robert Howe, Meg Campbell, Oceana Wilson, Woody Swain, Nathaniel Marcoux and David Monks-Director Emeritus 
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“We shape our buildings; thereafter, 
our buildings shape us.” 

~ Winston Churchill 

As our 55th Season of maintaining and sharing  
Park-McCullough Historic Governor's Mansion 
draws to a close, we want to express our gratitude to the 
members and donors who support us. Your help allows us to 
maintain our remarkable landmark and present a full range of 
programs, activities, and events for the public's education and 
enjoyment. You make our growth and future  
success possible. 

This year independent historian and museum consultant  

Erica Donnis completed an assessment of our substantial 

collection of historical artifacts, furniture, documents, 

books, and textiles, much of which cannot be displayed due to 

space and safety considerations. In addition, Centerline  

Architects and Planners began an extensive exterior and  

interior investigation of the mansion's condition. The  

assessment and building review offer a strategic vision for  

preserving the extensive collection and ensuring that our plan 

for growth and improvement of the Park-McCullough aligns 

with our commitment to preserving and presenting  

our history for future generations. We need your help to 

protect the collection from the risk of continued deterioration. 

Our first endeavor for 2023 is a year-long exterior preserva-
tion project on the carriage barn and garage. This project 
addresses issues caused by years of deterioration of the barn’s 
exterior, repairs the slate roof and the entryways, replaces 
rotted wood, and refreshes the exterior paint. The goal is to 
transform the garage into a new exhibition space for 
more than a dozen historic carriages that are currently 
stored but not on display. They are original to the Park and 
McCullough families and an essential part of the collection and 
the family’s heritage. They should be proudly and  
appropriately displayed. 

Preservation planning is crucial to our 2023 goals.  

Our work over the next year will ultimately allow us to be more 

effective custodians of Park-McCullough and better serve our 

community through improved educational programming,  

resource accessibility, and new exhibitions presented through  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Stacey New 
Community Volunteer 
President  

Kelly Clarke Harrington 
Siena College  
Vice President  

Christopher Macksey 
Prix Fixe Accounting,  
Treasurer 

Alyssa Barry 
Southwestern Vermont Supervisory Union 
Secretary  

Jacqueline Marro  
Owner, The Dollhouse and 
Toy Museum of Vermont  

Michael Cutler  
Catamount Access Televi sion, 
MHC Photography  

Linda Foulsham  
Owner, The Bennington Bookshop 

Allen McCullough 
Legacy Namesake, Actor,  
Co-Founder, Living Room Theatre 

Brandy Lesser  
Keller Williams Realty 

STAFF

Christopher Oldham 
Executive Director  

Jeanne Mintrone 
Events & Group Tour Manager 

Laura Hain  
Museum Maintenance Technician

�

�
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North Bennington Tree Committee 2022 Report 

The North Bennington Tree Committee resumed the tradition of celebrating Arbor Day with the 
Village School by planting nine Beauty of Moscow Lilac bushes on Depot Street in front of the 
train depot on June 2, 2022.   

We planted eight trees this year as part of our Tree Initiative in which property owners share the 
cost with the committee. These included a Freemanii Maple, a Nyssa Sylvatica Tupelo Tower, a 
Crab Apple, two Swamp White Oaks and two Sugar Maples. 

The Tree Committee also continues to use available funds to keep up to date on our pruning and 
maintenance schedule of Village trees and hazardous tree evaluation. 

The Committee would like to acknowledge and express our gratitude for the continued support 
of the Village Trustees, The Fund for North Bennington, several generous donors this year that 
have made our new plantings and the Village Tree Initiative possible. We always welcome 
contributions to help us plant and maintain more trees. (Checks should be made out to North 
Bennington Tree Committee and mailed to PO Box 336, North Bennington VT 05257.) 

The North Bennington Tree Committee works in conjunction with the Village Tree Wardens, 
Jeff Gray, Emily Hunter, and Matthew Patterson. Any concerns about the trees in the right-of-
way or Village open spaces should be directed to the Tree Committee. If you have any 
suggestions for new plantings, please contact us. If you are thinking about planting a tree on your 
property in the village, we would be happy to offer advice and help if we can. 

If you have any questions about or comments for the Tree Committee, please feel free to contact 
any of our members or emailing northbenningtontreecommitte@gmail.com.  

Tree Committee Members: 
Jeff Gray, Chair and Tree Warden 
Emily Hunter, Tree Warden 
Ron Pembroke, Certified Arborist 
Susan Lambert, Secretary/Treasurer 
Stu Aldrich, Member 
Anna Crabtree, Member 
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WARNING FOR THE ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING

The legal voters of the Village of North Bennington, in the Town of 
Bennington and the State of Vermont, are hereby notified and warned to 
meet at the Carriage Barn on the Park McCullough House grounds in said 
village on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at Seven-Thirty in the afternoon to 
transact the following business, VIZ:

1) To hear and dispose of the reports of the Village Officers for the year.
2) To see what sum the Village will vote to cover appropriations made at

this meeting and for the current and incidental expenses or authorize
the trustees to borrow the necessary funds for that purpose; authorize
the trustees to spend unanticipated revenue; and also authorize the
trustees to set the tax rate upon completion of the Grand List.

3) To elect a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, and three
Auditors for the ensuing year; and two trustees for three years.

4) Shall the Village of North Bennington allocate a one-time additional
$1,760.00 to Paran Recreations for the purpose of managing nuisance
weeds in Lake Paran?

5) Shall the Village of North Bennington allocate additional annual
funding of $2,000.00 to the North Bennington Outdoor Sculpture
Show? This will bring the total annual allocation to $2,500.00.

6) To discuss any other business found proper when met.

Lorine Elwell
Village of North Bennington
January 2023
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