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THE STATE LINE HOUSE
Built by David Mathews and Miscalled “The Tory House”
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THE STATE LINE. HOI
By John Spargo

@@@ LOSE to the battlefield where, on the sixteenth c

@ 1777, John Stark’s motley army of New Englat

@ O @ defeated the expedition sent out by General Burg
@ commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Baum, there
stately old brick house. It is one of the very

@@@@ amples of flemish bond brickwork to be found

radius of two hundred miles. It is notable a

specimen of domestic architecture, and as such is the object of atte

numerous visitors.

The house is of even greater interest by reason of the romant;
which have come to be associated with it. There is at present, or -
recently, a sign upon the old house stating that it was built 1
Mathews, a Tory in the Revolution. That is an old legend, deepl
but probably quite untrue, from which is derived the name that is s
applied to the house locally, “Tory House.” More generally it
the “State Line House” because it is built on the boundary line
New York and Vermont. By the latter name it is widely known th
the region.

The visitor who makes inquiry in the locality concerning the
likely to be told that it stands in two states, three counties and fo
He is rather more than likely to be regaled with fantastic accour
house having been built for the express purpose of providing a
debtors when imprisonment for debt was the rule, and of the
Rensselaer County sitting on the New York side of the dining tab
to arrest or serve a warrant upon a man seated on the Vermont si
table, the ends of justice being effectually thwarted by the juris

division. |
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THE STATE LINE HOUSE
By John Spargo

@@@ LOSE to the battlefield where, on the sixteenth of August,

@ 1777, John Stark’s motley army of New England militia

@ C @ defeated the expedition sent out by General Burgoyne and

@ @ commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Baum, there stands a

stately old brick house. It is one of the very finest ex-

@@@@@ amples of flemish bond brickwork to be found within a

radius of two hundred miles. It is notable as a good

specimen of domestic architecture, and as such is the object of attention by
numerous visitors.

The house is of even greater interest by reason of the romantic legends
which have come to be associated with it. There is at present, or was quite
recently, a sign upon the old house stating that it was built by David
Mathews, a Tory in the Revolution. That is an old legend, deeply rooted,
but probably quite untrue, from which is derived the name that is sometimes
applied to the house locally, “Tory House.” More generally it is called
the “State Line House” because it is built on the boundary line dividing
New York and Vermont. By the latter name it is widely known throughout
the region.

The visitor who makes inquiry in the locality concerning the house is
likely to be told that it stands in two states, three counties and four towns.
He is rather more than likely to be regaled with fantastic accounts of the
house having been built for the express purpose of providing a refuge for
debtors when imprisonment for debt was the rule, and of the sheriff of
Rensselaer County sitting on the New York side of the dining table unable
to arrest or serve a warrant upon a man seated on the Vermont side of the
table, the ends of justice being effectually thwarted by the jurisdictional

division.
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The Starte Line House

The facts about the situation of the house are interesting enough and
require no embellishment. Whether by design or accident, the house was
built upon the boundary line which divides the states of New York and
Vermont. Of course, being in two different states it is likewise in two
different counties, Rensselaer County, New York, and Bennington County,
Vermont. One part of the house stands in the town of Hoosick, New York,
and the other in the town of Shaftsbury, Vermont. Quite frequently it is
said that the house stands in three counties and four towns, Bennington,
Vermont, and White Creek, in Washington County, New York, being added
to the foregoing. Nearly every printed account of the old house makes
this statement, but it is inaccurate. No part of the house stands in either
Bennington, Vermont, or White Creek, New York. It is almost half a mile
from the line of White Creek, Washington County, and while nearer to the
town line of Bennington, is well removed from it. Whoever is interested
in such details can accept as final and authoritative the statement that
the house stands in two states, two counties and two towns.

The other legend, that it was built by a notorious Tory in the Rev-
olution, thence deriving the name “Tory House,” is not so easily disposed
of. Although there is not a scintilla of credible evidence to support it, the
legend persists. When a picturesque story has been repeated over and over
for fourscore years or more, it is not easily uprooted. All the known facts
are opposed to the story and warrant the statement that the builder of this
remarkable old house was a patriot in the Revolution. His Revolutionary
service, long uncertain, is a matter of record, as will presently appear.

As far back as 1848, Benjamin J. Lossing, the eminent historian, heard
the story that the builder of the house was a Tory. He records it on page
399 of the first volume of his great work, The Pictorial Field Book of the
Revolution, in these words:

“From the heights we could plainly discern a brick house in the valley,
that belonged, during the Revolution, to a Tory named Mathews. It is
remarkable only for its position, and the consequences which sometimes
resulted therefrom. It stands upon the line between New York and Ver-
mont, and in it center the corner points of four towns—Bennington, Shafts-
bury, Hoosick and White Creek; also those of the counties of Bennington,
Washington and Rensselaer.”

Whether Lossing obtained his information about the house from the
Mr. Richmond of Hoosick Corners who accompanied him on his trip is not
stated, but it was misleading in various ways. We have already seen that
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